BISMARCK

1 In my present position I might refrain from any offi-
cial utterance; but I have a feeling that my return to
business, which is a very important matter for me person-
ally, may be prejudiced by these means, quite apart from
any considerations of health, As I hope that my health
will improve, and as in this 1 should wish to keep
open the possibility of returning to business, if this is in
accordance with his Majesty's wishes, I feel a
interest in adequately guarding the prestige of the minis-
terial position in such a way that 1 may be able consci*
entiously to maintain my resumption of it,

* In my opinion the proper and logical solution of the
first decision would have been the refusal of the
made by the Minister of the Household to insert the nomi*
nation in the official part of the ** State Gazette.11    This
official insertion cannot be protected from misinterpreta-
tion by public opinion, and must always remain a partial
victory of the " Reichsglocke " intrigues over the
government.   Announcements concerning the royal house*
hold have properly no place in the ** Imperial and State
Gazette.**    Even if the litter is also to be a " Royal
Household Gazette,1'1 the orders of the Household Minis-
ter have, in my opinion, no right to a place in the official
portion, since he has no responsibility for the contents of
the official journal*   These announcements must, in
form or other, bear the placet of a responsible minister,
which the Household Minister must        to obtain
they are printed off*   This placet        not sought in the
present case; the Household Minister assumed a right of
disposal over the " State Gazette/1 and on this account
alone his request ought properly to have been refuted on

the ground of its informality.   If a command to insert
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